
At the next meeting..... 
Graham Jackson will speak to us about 
his experience with the recent fires 
and the effect it has had on his bush-
land setting and his orchids .       
Thankfully his home is intact but the 
fires were very close. He will            
accompany his talk with photographs . 
There will then be a general discussion 
and people can share their experiences of NYE and the 
weeks following and talk about how their orchids have 
coped. 

Next  Meeting 

Wednesday,  

12th February 

Speaker: 

Graham Jackson 

 

Doors open 6.30pm 

for help setting up. 

Benching: 7.00pm 

Supper to Share 

February 2020 eurobodallaorchidclub.webs.com/ 

 

 

 
Many of our members living on the South Coast have had a   
difficult start to 2020. 
The fires have affected all of us in some way or another;        
physically, emotionally, directly or indirectly. Some have battled 
blazes and protected their properties for many weeks. Many of 
us know of people who have lost homes or sheds or have had 
their properties damaged. The loss of stock and wildlife is hard to 
come to terms with. 
In spite of all that has happened, we are orchid growers, and 
whether or not our plants are damaged from fire, heat, lack of 
water or neglect during trying times, we will continue to care for 
them and tend them and look forward to their rewarding us with 
beautiful blooms during this New Year, 2020. 
Perhaps our orchids can offer the therapy we all need, enabling 
us to embrace 2020 with optimism and hope. Best Wishes to all! 
Read the experiences of one member’s NYE later in the        
newsletter. 
 

At our last meeting..... 
This final E.O.C. event for 2019 was the Christmas Party which 
incorporated a brief General Meeting. It was held at Kyla Park 
Hall in Tuross Head and was fairly well attended. The event was 
more subdued than previous Christmas Parties as unfortunately 
our President, Tony Groube, was unable to attend. In his absence 
Jean Swindley, our Vice President, held the show together. It was 
very fitting that David Hay presented Jean with Life Membership 
of the Club  with this message from Tony: 
"I'm sorry I can't be with you today, particularly as we celebrate 
the elevation of one of the Club's major contributors, and      
hardest workers. 
Thank you Jean for your contribution over the years - a            

marvellous Show Marshal and an excellent 
backstop to me in your Vice-Presidential 
role, not to mention a top job done with the 
South & West Region Show. 
Congratulations on being recognised for Life 
Membership - it's very much deserved!"       
 ~Tony Groube. 
Congratulations also to the winners of the 
popular vote throughout the year. These 
members were recognised with gifts of   
orchid plants. 
The raffle is always a highlight of the   
Christmas Party and this year was no       
exception. The hamper and ham, beautiful 
baskets of orchids, a small orchid house and 
containers of chocolates were all very well 
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received by the lucky recipients. Thanks to Margaret and 
Don Hayes, Liz Cleaver, Jean Swindley and Cecilia and Alex 
Christlo for donating or organising (or both) these prizes. 
Last of all the lunch must get a mention. Delicious food was 
on offer compliments of Barbara Williams and her helpers 
and magnificently carved ham thanks to the stand-in carver, 
Tony Clapin. 
Thank you also to the members who made dessert. 
It was pleasing to see that many members provided    
Christmas touches with table pieces, cloths and decorations 
with Leanda O’Connor and Anne-Marie Collins leading by 
example. 

General meetings during 2020 will take a very practical 

approach, with members very much involved and plenty 

of demonstrations which will highlight the different     

approach that each brings to a particular genera. 

The 2020 President’s Sausage Sizzle 
February 16 

The venue for this first social event will be Quarry Park, 
Moruya, and sausages, onions, sauce, bread and drinks are 
on offer for everyone attending. Quarry Park is in North 
Head Road, opposite the old granite quarry. There are   
tables and chairs there, but it would be wise to put in a 
folding chair just in case. No need for plates but bring a 
glass for drinks. 
Starting time is 12 o’clock. 
If you have an orchid in flower that you would like others 
to see, bring it along for ‘Show and Tell.’ 
The renovated old wharf is a great spot to throw in a line 
for any keen fisherpersons attending and we know there 
are a few of those in the Club. BYO rods and bait. 

http://eurobodallaorchidclub.webs.com/


CONTACT:        Post:  EOC  Secretary  1883 Araluen Road    Deua River Valley 2537   Email: secretaryeoc@gmail.com 

 

Cheques payable to Eurobodalla Orchid Club Inc 
handed personally or mailed  to 

Eurobodalla Orchid Club Inc 
The Treasurer, David Hay 

2 Coila Avenue 
Tuross Head 2537  

Direct deposit: EOC NAB account 
082-739-13163 6113 

To Account Reference - add surname 

Membership Fees  

 Annual membership fees are now due and payable to 

Treasurer David Hay.  

He’ll accept dues at the February meeting  or they can be 

posted to him . 

Fees are $10 single membership and $15 for a family  

membership.  

Those wanting hard copy Newsletters/Minutes, which will 

be delivered by Australia Post,  

should add the additional fee of $10.  

Newsletters will cease for those not renewed by 31st 

March, 2020. 

 Monthly  Maintenance 

 

 February is the time when early flowering cymbidiums start to spike. Check for spikes and stake them to 
prevent inadvertent damage. 

 Watering still needs to be carefully monitored especially now that we have had a few bursts of         
wonderful rain. Check that those not under cover are getting sufficient water for their needs and keep 
up Summer watering habits for those under cover. Be aware of the drying effect of warm wind. 

 Fewer bugs seemed to be around when it was very dry, but they will no doubt be back in force with the 
latest patches of rainfall. Check in and around plants and deal with them as you see fit. 

 Spraying water will unearth grasshoppers. 

 
Editor’s Orchid Spotlight 

 Chiloschista nakornpanomensis 
  

This leafless orchid originates in Thailand. 
It is grown mounted and is easy to grow and flower if its cultural conditions 

are met. 
It likes high humidity when in active growth and a little less water in Winter. 

It rewards with charming miniature flowers in mid-Summer. 
  

 
Sapphire Coast Orchid Club Workshop.... 

  
This will be held at the Merimbula RSL Club on 21 & 22 March, 2020. 

The speakers are Marita Anderson who will speak about Masdevallias and Australian Dendrobiums, David Brooks 
whose topic is Cymbidiums and general orchid health and Gary Hart who will discuss Paphiopedilums and the like. 

There will be plants for sale. 
Registration forms will be available at the next EOC meeting or call 02 64963641 for information or to register. 



Thank you  
to all those members who brought along something to share for supper during our 2019 meetings. 

We hope that you will be able to contribute to the supper table again this year. 
Thanks also to those who donated plants to the raffle table during 2019. 

Any spare orchids you might have after re-potting would be welcome on the raffle table this year. 

Keeping records...... 
The start of a new year is probably a good time to review your record keeping habits. 
As well as noting repotting dates on a plant label and some relevant facts for the particular plant eg. habit of a    cym-
bidium spike.....upright, arching or cascading, other records can be very useful. They can be as detailed or as simple 
as you wish. 
They can be kept on your computer or in notebooks and here are some things to consider: 
 
 Full name of new plant in your collection (this is vital in case the tag is lost) 
 Where purchased or obtained and date of same. 
 As a Novice it may be an idea to note if it is a species or hybrid. 
 Cost of plant can be noted, though this could be a little confronting over many years. 
 Date of flowering and details of how well flowered. 
 Seasonal weather facts....wet summer, dry winter, windy August, cold September etc. 
 Date of erecting and dismantling shade cloth. 
 Frequency of fertilising and type of fertiliser used. 
 Watering habits. 
 Add any other facts that are relevant for you and your collection. 

The end of an era... 
The December/January edition of Australian Orchid Review is sadly the last issue to be published. 
Volume 1 was published in January 1936 which means that its production has covered a span of 84 years.        
Thank you to David Banks who has been the Editor since 1999. The informative and interesting articles have        
delighted many an orchid grower or given them something to think about and the magazine will be missed. 

  

A Tribute to Elaine Kelly..... 
 
Elaine was a very familiar face at EOC meetings, shows and functions over many years. She and her late husband 
Tom ran the raffle table on club nights for years. Elaine would be the first person to tell you that orchids were not her 
favourite flowers, but because of Tom‘s love of them and success in growing them, Elaine supported him every step 
of the way and then more. Their lovely  garden (Elaine was a very keen gardener) was the venue for Christmas   
parties and Orchid Crawls. 
Sadly Elaine lost her battle with ill health on Christmas Eve and was farewelled from the Broulee Memorial Gardens 

on January 21st. 



We send our best wishes to any   

member who is ill or undergoing   

treatment.  

We hope you are soon feeling much 

better. 

Have you visited our website lately? 

http://eurobodallaorchidclub.webs.com/ 

Always something interesting to find! 
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You are reminded that a  

Members’ Sales Table  

 operates at General Meetings 

(not applicable at Meetings where 

Guest Speakers have plants for 

sale.)  

A 10% commission to the Club 

will apply – and the sales will be 

conducted by the Treasurer or his 

nominee. 

February 12 – First Club Night for 2020. 

February 16 – President’s sausage sizzle at Quarry Wharf, Moruya. 

March 21 & 22 – March Workshop, Merimbula. 

March 28 & 29 - Collectors’ Plant Fair, Hawkesbury Racecourse. 

April  4 – Growers Workshop, Tuross Head. 

May 15 - 17 - Orchids Out West, Hawkesbury Racecourse. 

June 13 – EOC Orchid Crawl, Tuross Head. 

June 26 -  27 - Royale Orchids Open Days and Fair. 

June 27 - 28 - Mingara Orchid Fair. 

July 4 & 5 - MUOS Winter Show. 

July 10 & 11 - EOC Winter Show, Moruya. 

July 18 & 19 -  BBO&FS Winter Show. 

August 7 - 9 - Orchid Extravaganza, Dural. 

August 14 - 16 - Sapphire Winter Show, Merimbula. 

August 14 - 16 – St Ives Orchid Fair. 

August 22 - 23 - EOC Spring Show, Narooma. 

August 28 - 30 – Melbourne Orchid Spectacular. (OSCOV) TBC 

September 5 - 6 – BBO&FS Spring Show. 

September 12 & 13 – MUOS Spring Show. 

September 17 & 18 – Sapphire Spring Show, Bega Civic Centre. 

September 19 & 20  - Canberra Orchid Society, annual show – Ainslie 
Football Club. 

September 26 - Growers Workshop, Moruya. 

October 9 - 11 - Southern Orchid Spectacular, Sutherland. 

October 30 & 31 – Sapphire Native Show - Merimbula 

November 5 - Annual Sarc Challenge, Sapphire TBA 

December 2 – EOC Christmas Party 

(Note – EOC Monthly Meetings, February to November, 6.30pm, second 
Wednesday of the month.) 

Contact Liz Cleaver if you have an 

orchid wish. 

http://eurobodallaorchidclub.webs.com/


Fires in the Eurobodalla 

Happy New Year and welcome to 2020. Climate change has welcomed us with a bang. Throughout Australia we 

have been greeted with fire and now Victoria is expecting flash floods. Nature’s way is somewhat daunting and 

what does she have for us next. 

For me it started with evacuation then another then another … I have lost count. You know you are in trouble when 

the fires beat you driving from Batemans Bay to the coastal town of Broulee.  Now your breath is taken away as you 

pass spot fires and already burnt animals on the side of the road. 

 

 

                                                                         

 

 

 

 

Making it to Moruya I turned around to view what just shattered my heart. The south coast of NSW is on fire. 

Follow your instincts were my first thoughts and found the owner from Mogo Orchid and Fern Nursery Karen scared 

as I was caring for a great friend just out of hospital.  Angel‘s do exist! We quickly checked the Nursery to find 

scorched plants and walls still smouldering. A quick hit with the hose then out of there. By now there was no phone 

service, radio or any form of communications. At this stage nature seemed evil. 

Heading out of town we made our way to Ulladulla still frightened and scared for what has happened to our family, 

friends and homes. Returning home brought reality back to all three of us with nature burnt as far as we could see.   

I can only say shattered again. We returned to see Mogo Nursery still standing but what was to greet us?              

Shade house 1 Melted walls and the stunning flowering wall of orchids... well just have a look. 

Shade house 2 was OK but looked withered. 

Shade house 3 My heart sank as I viewed Karen’s future stock. Most were burnt including the pots melted to the 

benches and black circles on the ground where orchids thrived above before. Nearly all orchids had some form of 

damage. 
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After 2 days of just taping or trimming the orchids and ferns from their leaves it’s starting to look like the future of 

Mogo Orchid and Fern Nursery will live on.  

I will study the progress of what happens to the orchids and ferns over the following months, so stay tuned for the 

progress report. 

Please do drop in for a visit to Mogo Orchid and Fern Nursery . New stock arriving each day. 

Lessons learnt so far ... 

 Don’t use bark as mulch around Greenhouses. It smoulders for days. Go stone pebbles. 

 Trim trees around greenhouses. 

 Make sure next door keep their grass mowed. 

 Heat will create more damage to your collection than you think. Still finding damage developing  3 days after the 

fire has passed through.  

 Water orchids, then water again 30 minutes later to ensure potting mix absorbs the water. Watch the softer leaf 

plants don’t start to develop soft spots at the tip of their bulbs. They are thirsty but be careful.  

Cheers for now, 

Graham Jackson 

Moruya 


